
SLEUTHS
A game of deduction to 
be played as a team...

2 0 3 0  A G E N D A



What is it?

This is a play activity for school children, in the form of a game that uses

clues and reasoning skills in order to work on part of the 2030 agenda,

specifically on the Sustainable Development Goals from 1 to 5. It is a fun

way of making young people aware of the problems that come up, day

after day, in our present society, while also achieving meaningful learning

with regard to development cooperation.

 Committed to a fairer, more sustainable and more supportive world

Aims:
 

SLEUTHS

- Promote an understanding of the reality of childhood in the world.

- Stimulate moral development and the acquisition of values of solidarity.

- Treat education as a fundamental right.

- Value and become aware of the importance of Human Rights.

- Develop values of responsibility and cooperation.

- Value cultural differences from a positive point of view.

- Learn to work as a team.

- Put analysis and reasoning skills into practice.

- Include them in cross-cutting issues.

- What are the SDG and how can they become part of our day-to-day

activities?

- Promote equality and eliminate gender stereotypes.

- Ensure that this experience is simply enjoyable and fun.

AN ACTIVITY TO AROUSE THEIR CURIOSITY



Ages and groups
 

The 2030 agenda is a world action plan that is directed at putting

an end to poverty, protecting the planet and improving the lives

and prospects of everyone, throughout the world. With this aim in

mind, the agenda has established 17 Sustainable Development

Goals (SDG), which can be grouped into five pillars: People,

Planet, Prosperity, Peace and Partnership.

The Sustainable Development Goals are an important source of

inspiration to prepare topics that are supported by project

programming, didactic units or activities to work with your pupils.

Specifically, this activity focuses on the SDG pillar relating to

people.

·SDG 1: End of poverty.

·SDG 2: Zero hunger.

·SDG 3: Health and wellbeing.

·SDG 4: Quality education.

·SDG 5: Gender equality.

 

This activity is intended for Primary Education, with age groups ranging

from 6 to 12 years old.

For Preschool Education, we will adapt the activities by selecting one story

per class. It will be done as a group, with all the class taking part. We will

all read the story in class and gradually make small deductions. The teacher

can adapt the game to make it easier.

TIME TO DO THE ACTIVITY: 40 MINUTES

What is the 2030 agenda?

 



  This activity will make it possible to work on the five SDG mentioned above in a fun and

entertaining way. To do so, the first step is to divide the class into five groups and

allocate a specific SDG to each subgroup, which will be the topic for its story.

Each subgroup will be given an initial sheet with details of the event that has happened,

a story with an outcome, but without an ending, and various relevant facts. The pupils will

be responsible for investigating the matter, finding out how it ended and for discovering

those responsible for the said actions. To do so, they will need to give a great deal of

thought to the clues, characters and thread of the story... Oh, and teamwork and

interaction will also be very important. Once the teacher has handed out the material

and explained what the activity is all about, then each group will be given forty minutes

to solve the mystery.

Each team will have 3 cards with clues, which can be used whenever they get stuck and

are not sure how to continue. The pupils will need to look very carefully at the

characteristics of each suspect, the actions taken, the objects carried and, at some

point, it may be necessary to interact with peers in other groups in order to find a

solution. With regard to the objects held by each character, some will be valid while

others will not. Therefore, pupils will need to sharpen their investigative skills and adapt

their learning to go in the right direction.

The activities can be performed up to five times per class, given that the responses to

each story from each subgroup are unique and distinct. Therefore the Project can last

longer and, in this way, the pupils will be able to effectively and satisfactorily achieve

the proposed goals.

Implementation of the activity
 

Material per group
 

- Pen and paper.

- 3 Sheets of suspects.

- 1 dossier of the story and clues.

- 3 cards that can be exchanged for clues.





Incluye tu dirección de correo electrónico para que los padres puedan ponerse en contacto contigo si tienen preguntas.

ADVICE FOR TEACHERS
 

  Have all the material ready and the instructions written on the

blackboard before the start of the class. This will ensure that the

activity can get underway with as little delay as possible and

can be completed by all the groups.

Encourage companionship and teamwork.

Form heterogeneous groups.

Offer clues to help any group that has gone off track.

Ensure that the activity is simply enjoyable and fun.

END OF ACTIVITY
 

Are there any differences in the pupils' understanding of the SDG

before and after their participation in a practical learning

experience?

How did the pupils interact with the stories presented while working as

a team?

What are the final implications of their learning experiences in relation

to the SDG?

 What is the pupils' social perception of the quality of life and social

injustices addressed in the activities?

Did the pupils enjoy this learning experience?

  Each group shall get together and try to reach a conclusion about the

story experienced or express its concerns. When all the subgroups are

ready, they will share their responses with the rest of the class in the form

of an assembly.

The details are to be set out at the end of each sheet. To do so, there will

be a section for responses and relevant details, that the group will have to

gradually complete as the clues are revealed.

It is important to get the pupils' experience and observe the type of

reactions that have progressively appeared during the learning

experience. In turn, the teachers must make an assessment of the teaching-

learning activity in order to improve future activities and projects.



Over its long course, the river Buringana has become completely polluted. As a result,

many families are unable to consume water in their homes, and neither can they water

their livestock or crops, as this could lead to serious health diseases for the local

population.

Leading textile companies manufacture their garments there due to the fact that labour

is cheaper. Specifically, tons of water are polluted during the garment dyeing process,

and this water is then discharged into the rivers on a daily basis. No one does anything

about this, neither the authorities nor the companies themselves. Why?

We need your help to discover the perpetrators of these actions that directly damage

the environment. You need to pay particular attention to the story and to progressively

rule out suspects in order to find out who the culprits are. Complete your answer sheet

with your responses as a group.

Clue 2: 
Suspect

Sleuths
A game of deduction to 
be played as a team...

The first surname

matches one of the

physical qualities 

of the character.

  

textile companies are

responsible for 10% of

the world's emissions. 

Clue 1:  Place

Find out in which Asian country the river Buriganga is 
located by filling in the missing vowels.

B_ N G L _D_S H



Use second-hand clothing.

Put any items of clothing that we no longer use

in the clothing containers or take them to a

charity such as Emmaus.

Check the label to see where the product was

made.

Swap clothes and give garments to your

friends and family.

Choose garments made with natural or

recycled materials.

What can we do about this?
 

 

 

 

 

of water are required to

produce a pair of jeans.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

of synthetic materials such 

as microfibers end up in 

the oceans.

 

 

 

0.5tons

10.000litres

2.700 litres
The brother of Mari

Carmen, they have the

same mother but a

different father.

 

Clue 3:
Suspect

Clue 4: Signposting
 

Find the best

three signs 

to put next to 

the river.

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

of water are required to

produce a cotton T-shirt.

 



Clue 8: Solve it

4 18 11

The alphabet has 27 letters, each has its 

own specific position. Discover which 

letters relate to the following numbers 

to give the name of the city.

 

If you know that it is 

a rhyme, then the 

two surnames will 

show you who 

this person is.

 

Clue 5:
Suspect

The person's weight is

equal to the sum of

these numbers.

 

Clue 6:
Suspect

20 1710
15 5

3 18 Clue 7: City

Clues
solved

Clues
solved

How many liters would it 

take to make 5 t-shirts?

:

13.500 12.500 20 2216

1 920 1

1

21 8



On Sundays we generally go out on our bikes, doing our ten kilometre route, following a

greenway with its own bike lane. The views are stunning, the air is fresh and we can enjoy

full contact with nature. At the end of the trail, in the outskirts of the city, we noticed a

number of containers that are vaguely hidden and full to overflowing with food in good

condition.

We saw all types of fruit that is just slightly damaged or simply a tray of fruit in perfect

condition with a damaged container (which is no longer sellable). It is clear to us that a

supermarket is responsible for this, but we are not sure which, given that the food is thrown

away on the outskirts, so that it cannot be related to any supermarket in particular.

You need to find out which company is doing this and the supervisors who have authorised

it, in order to prevent the ongoing dumping of all this food.

 

In Spain, the food wastage per year is:
 

3.2% fruit and vegetables
5.5% fish

2.7% meat

The latest driving

licence renewal was

refused due to poor

eyesight and to the

high visual sensitivity of

people with light-

coloured eyes.

 

Clue 2:
Suspect

Clue 1: Solve it.
What percentage of the total

amount of food is wasted each year? 

 

11.4% 12.2%

Sleuths
A game of deduction to 
be played as a team...



Donate the food to food banks.

Make animal feed.

Supermarkets could sell food at a lower price

when it is close to its expiration date.

Produce biogas or compost for agriculture.

Create laws against food wastage and

impose fines.

What can we do about this?
  

 

 

of food are binned each 

year in Spain.

 

 

 

385 

people go hungry 

in the world.

 

tons

795millions

4.000.000millions
of tons of food are produced

in the world.

1200-2000tons

Between

of food are either lost on the

way or wasted.

 

7400millions
The world is inhabited by

7,400 million people.

 

This person is a

pupil of Aritz

.

Clue 3:
Suspect

Cl
ue

 4
:

Su
sp

ec
t

 A.G.F

Clue 5: Solve it.

¿How many kilos of food are

wasted in Spain each year?

Each year



This person is taller

than Alex and shorter

than Susan.

 

Clue 7:
Suspect

Clue 8:  Suspect

Clue 6: Riddle
 

A witness saw a car going away from the place. The only thing that the witness was

able to see was that the car was blue with a white number plate starting with 1.

.

A very popular food that can be used

in many different ways.

My mother has a stammer. 

my father is a singer.

My dress is white,

and my heart is yellow.

Clue

Clues
solved

Clues
solved



A pharmaceutical company has the patent for a vaccine to stop malaria. This is an

extremely deadly disease in Africa: more than half a million people die each year,

primarily affecting children. As it is the only company in the world that has the solution

to eradicate this disease, it sells each vaccine at an exorbitant price, which most

people in developing countries are unable to pay. What is more, the only people

interested in buying this vaccine are those in poor countries.

Sources have leaked that a number of company workers have taken the vaccine

formula out of the country in order to make it freely available to anyone who may need

it. To avoid discovery, each one has taken out part of the formula. Once out of the

country, you need to identify these people, as well as the objects and clues that will

prove useful for getting the formula so that it can be provided free of charge to

anyone who may need it.

The padlock

securing the

laboratory

medicines had not

been forced.

 

Clue 2:
Suspect

Clue 1:  Phrase

The attackers left a note when they 
left the place:

_L L          T H _ T        Y__       

G _ V _        T _        _ T H _ R S 

 Y _ _       _ R _      G _ V _ N G

T _       Y _ _ R S _ L F.

   

Sleuths
A game of deduction to 
be played as a team...



Large companies are exaggerating the cost of

research into the development of new drugs in

order to justify their high price.

You pay for drugs twice over, given that the

pharmaceutical companies benefit from state

subsidies and resources and then privatise the

products.

Once a patent is about to expire, they make

slight changes to it in order to extend its life.

is an exclusive right 

granted to the owner to 

use or sell something 

that he has invented.

 

 

the length of time that

pharmaceutical companies 

can use their patent, 

without anyone else being 

able to market the product.

 

 

20years

from that time onwards,

 other companies can 

market the same product 

as a generic drug.

a medicine that is in the 

public domain and that is

exactly the same as the 

brand-name drug whose

patent has expired, in terms

 of formula and dosage.

 

What are they 

concealing from us?
 

A patent

10years

Genericdrug

Put the letters in the

right order and you will

get the suspect's name.

:

Clue 3:
Suspect

Clue 4: Suspect



A footprint of a

shoe is found, but

it does not match

that of any of the

suspects.

 

Pista 6:
Suspect

Clue 5:  ingredient
One of the active ingredients used to create the vaccine

was sourced from this food. Put the chemical symbols in

the right order and you will get the name of this food.

but... Be careful! Three of them are of no use!

 

Clue 7:  formula

Discover the exact number of milligrams 
that need to be used for the vaccine.

3

7 4

16 9 5

42 26 17

Clues
solved

Clues
solved



Pista 3: What is your opinion?

We have received an anonymous letter with the following message: "Please help the

boys and girls in this school". A group of boys and girls have been abducted in order to

train them to form part of a guerrilla group and fight in a war that is about to break out.

We need to find them before they reach their destination, given that if we rescue them,

we can return them to their families and they can go back to school to resume their

education. Otherwise, if they do not study, they will never be able to have a better

future, decent work and a better quality of life.

You need to help us find the perpetrators of the abduction as well as the following

objects and clues.

 

One of those involved

in the abduction knew

the pupils very well

and was in the school

at the time.

 

Clue 2:
Suspect

Clue 1:  Where are they? 
 

One of the boys/girls managed to
write down the place they were
 going to. 
 

¡Solve it!

Do you think that the boys and girls

will be paid a wage for this work?

:

yes, about 3
euros/month

 

no, this is
mandatory

 

Sleuths
A game of deduction to 
be played as a team...



Through education, ensuring that they know 

By giving financial support to the families and

offering them training.

By promoting peace.

Address the basic causes of violence.

      their rights.

throughout the world,

approximately 420 million

children, live in war zones.

 

since 2013, some 6,290 

boys and girls have been

recruited as child soldiers.

 

 

SOUTHsudan

1/5

Soldiers

How can we help them?

 minors

In

Messenger

Spies
human 

shields
During the wars, boys and 

girls can be used in some 

of these ways.

 

 

2.5%
Only

of the humanitarian aid from 

the Government of Spain is

aimed at putting an end to

violence against children.

 

 

 

A witness at the

school heard one of

the attackers say

on his walkie-talkie

the word: “Bonjour”.

 

Clue 4:
Suspect

Clue 5:  Sentence
 

Neber laug at anione. If you se

someone who is upset or cryng, then

ask then what the problem is, or

whether you can elp them. Ve hapy

doing wat you like. Believe in yourself,

confide in your famili wenever you

habe a problem. They will always be

supportive.

The following sentence is written on the school blackboard.

You need to correct the spelling mistakes. The total number

of errors will give you the number of boys and girls.



In the suspect's

country, the Samba

is a popular dance,

it is famous for its

carnival and the

Amazon river runs

through it.

 

Clue 7:
Suspect

Clue 6:  Find the mistaque

Clue 8: Suspect
One of the attackers left an object in the classroom...

 

Can you find the mistaque?
 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Clues
solved

Clues
solved



A group of women are brought to Spain with the promise of a good future and a

better life than before. They are assured that they will have better working

conditions, a decent quality of life and a spacious home. But none of this is true,

once they arrive in our country, they are exploited, taken advantage of, kept

locked up with almost no possibility of going outside. They are deprived of their

rights, all their movements are controlled and they are even treated like animals.

In other words, everything promised was a lie and completely false. Simply many

mafias take advantage of the complicated, personal needs suffered by

many women today. 

It is essential to stop these actions, which give less visibility to the human rights of

millions of women. We need your help to achieve this. You need to help us find the

those responsible for this organisation as well as the following objects and clues.

We all need to work together to stop these social injustices.

A police torch 

was found 

at the spot.

 

Clue 2:
SuspectDiscover how many women 

were abducted.

Clue  1:  People

80

45 35

2025

1510

15

5

Sleuths
A game of deduction to 
be played as a team...



ROMANIA

Clue 5: What do you think?
 

NIGERIA
This is the main country of

origin of the African women

who are victims of exploitation,

partly due to corruption and

organised crime.

 

Nigeria

Spain

-18

 

is one of the key destinations

for human trafficking.

2.5millons
victims of human trafficking.

However, it is estimated

that, for each identified

human trafficking victim,

there are 20 more that have

not been identified.

 

 

 

These women generally come
from countries such as....

she is redhead 

and has a 

blue sweater

 

Clue 4:
Suspect

years
Half the trafficking victims 

are minors.

COLOMBIA

VENEZUELA

BULGARIA
BRAZIL

PARAGUAY

Clue 3:
let's think

about this...

What does U.N. 

stand for?

 
United

Nations
Unit 

Network

 

What have the above-

mentioned countries got in

common?

(apart from the fact that they

are all places in which human

trafficking is practiced).

 

 

According to the U.N.

There are



Clue 8:
Suspect

Clue 7:  
Suspect

Clue 6:  Crossword
Which women are important?

 

 The most famous queen of Egypt.

 On what date is Women's Day

celebrated?

 Which colour is generally used to

represent women?

 Name a Mexican woman painter who

was influential in the 20th century.

 A woman who works in the senate.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Put the letters in the right

order and you will get the

suspect's name.

 

Clues
solved

Clues
solved



SDG 1: End of poverty. 

 No. 1: Bangladesh
 No. 2: Nicoleta Rubio
 No. 3: Fyn Maes Jacobs
 No. 4: 2.4 and 6
 No. 5: Stefano Herrera Carrera
 No. 6: 88 kg, María León
 No. 7: Dhaka, South Asia
 No. 8. 13.500.

SDG 2: Zero hunger.

 No. 1: 11.4%
 No. 2: Susan Williams
 No. 3: Giuseppina Colombo
 No. 4: Alex Gil Fernando
 No. 5: Multiply 385 tons by one thousand = 385,000 kg.
 No. 6: Egg
 No. 7: Yara Weber
 No. 8: Mari Carmen Flores

SDG 3: Health and wellbeing.

 No. 1: All that you give to others you are giving to yourself.
 No. 2: Deval Ram.
 No. 3: Homer Yilmaz
 No. 4: Sophia Brown
 No. 5: Chocolate
 No. 6: Mª Carmen Flores Nieto
 No. 7: 12 mg

SDG 4: Quality educación.

No. 1: Two River Road.
No. 2: Aritz Romero. 
No. 3: No, this is mandatory.
No. 4: Adolphe Moreau
No. 5: 13 spelling mistakes, 13 pupils abducted.
No. 6:  Mistake.
No. 7: Paulo Pereira
No. 8: the hammer (Jack Smith).

SDG 5: Gender equality.

No. 1: 10 women.
No. 2:  Powel Nowak
No. 3:  The letter A. 
No. 4:  Ekaterina Kozlov. 
No. 5: United Nations.
No. 6: Cleopatra, eight, purple, Frida, woman senator
No. 7: Samuel Ortega. 
No. 8: Jaime Rubio.

ANSWERS



Clue cards: give three to each group.
 




